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EDITORIAL

70th Foundation Day of NFPTE/NFTE

We the workers of BSNL and department of post are going to celebrate the 70th foundation day of
NFPTE/NFTE on 24th November 2023.

This mighty organization was established under a realignment scheme on 24th November 1954.
In those time Post and Telegraphs department was a combined department under the ministry of
communication, Shri Jagjivan Ram was the communication minister and he played a vital role in
amalgamation of all the sectorial cadre and cast-based union/association under one umbrella
organization which was named with “National Federation of Post and Telegraphs Employees”
(NFPTE). The organization grown up with fast speed with nine unions. The NFPTE was established as
a Federation and nine unions viz. (i) All India Telegraphs Engineering employee’s union class Ill. (ii) All
India Telegraphs Engineering employees union line staff and group ‘D’. (iii) All India Telegraphs Traffic
Employees union class lll. (iv) All India Telegraphs Traffic Employees union (Telegraphs messenger
and group ‘D’) (v) All India Postal Employees union class lll. (vi) All India Postal Employees union
Postman and Gr. ‘D’. (vii) All India RMS Employees union class Ill. (viii) All India RMS and MMS
Employees union Mail Guard & Gr. ‘D’. (ix) All India Post & Telegraphs Administrative union Group ‘C’
& Group ‘D’.

These above unions were affiliated with the National Federation of Post and Telegraphs Employees
(NFPTE).

In beginning a provision under constitution was made under which affiliation with federation
was compulsory for all these nine unions and there was a binding upon the federation that it cannot
affiliate any 10th union. In these conditions a greater unity was developed throughout the county
and membership of NFPTE come above seven lakhs. Com. Dada Ghosh, Com. Anjaneyulu, Com.
D. Gnanaiah became the secretary General one by one and after them Com. O.P. Gupta Jee was
elected as Secretary General of mighty organization NFPTE. The history is witness that the NFPTE
brought several benefits and relaxation in term and conditions of service. After taking over the charge
of NFPTE Com. Gupta Jee contributed a lot to this organization and brought historical change in
service condition, promotion, pay commission and so on. All central service unions decided and went
on strike in 1960 and in this strike the NFPTE played an historic role and proved that the NFPTE is
the vanguard of the working class. It shown the path of unity to all the workers under central Govt. and
thus the NFPTE became a leading organization among unions of central services.

The sky touching growth and functioning disturbed the top political leaders of the country and
after one day strike on 19 September 1968 brought black chapter for the mighty organization. The
strike was total success and the Govt. in center got a chance to divide the workers for their political
gain. Though the NFPTE was Politically colourless and not affiliated to any political center based their
union. Govt. derecognized the NFPTE over night. All the state and Central level leaders of NFPTE
were arrested and sent to jail. Most of the circle and district level leaders were, suspended, discharged
and dismissed from the service. One side the Govt. severe attacks put-on the workers in fear and
other side the leaders were badly attacked and the union govt. borned a new child to divide the
workers by giving birth of a new federation FNPTO. The NFPTE remained derecognized for several
years and in between this period FNPTO found open spaces to improve their organization and they
become success upto some extent and upto 1972 this organization became able to open its branches
in almost all circles. After 4 years of struggle and several sacrifices by the leaders, the NFPTE got
its recognition restored and the hard working and with ideology of middle road policy Com. Gupta
became the most popular leader of not only of P&T workers but for all the central Govt. workers. Com.
Gupta toured to nook and corner of the country and the majority of workers return to their paternal
home they joined the NFPTE again. From 1968 to 1978, the NFPTE was in leading role and even after



several disruption and major attack by the union govt. as well as by the opponent, the NFPTE moved
forward with seventy percent support of the workers of P&T department.

The 2nd political attack to divide workers and disrupt the NFPTE came again in the year 1978 when
the NFPTE was much busy in organizing a seminar, taking the delegates from all the nine affiliated
unions and it was be conducted at Patna. The seminar was organized at Patna in Kunwar Singh
park with over five thousand participation of delegates from all the P&T wings. All the nine general
secretaries were present in this massive seminar which felt that there is no promotional avenue is
available in service period for P&T employees or in any other central service for workers.

Com. Gupta put a demand of three promotion to all employees irrespective of Group ‘C’ and ‘D’
and three days deep discussion took place in the seminar and then after several resistances from
internal opponents, the resolution was passed in favour of demand of three promotion in service
period of an employee before this there was no promotional avenue for the employees.

On last day of the seminar one lighting breaking news came from the Delhi that the Janata Party
govt. lead by Late Morarjee Bhai Desai has granted recognition to a new federation in name of
‘Bhartiya Telecom Employees Federation’ (BTEF) by the grace of Shri Beni Prasad Verma Ji, the then
union communication minister for communication.

The entire five thousands delegates and all the Leaders of the NFPTE, marched to the Jannayak
Jai Prakash Jee residence in Kadam Kuan mohalla at Patna. Shri Jai Prakash Ji patiently heard the
story how the Govt. breaking the unity of workers and he assured through a sound system from the
first floor of his house,that he will talk to the Prime Minister and enquire in the matter but upto that
time J.P. was became ineffective due to his ill health and nothing could be done in the matter. After the
completion of seminar all the Leaders and workers returned to their places and they faced the second
disruption with tooth and nail and despite twice disruptive attack by the Govt, the NFPTE always
remain in forefront in the movement of the workers of P&T department.

Thus, the three federations came in the existence in P&T department. The P&T department was
divided in two parts and it was given status of the independent department as department of Posts and
department Telecom in the year 1986.

This division effected the NFPTE also and it was also divided in two parts as NFTE and NFPE.
The NFTE after division from NFPTE started its functioning with same flag and same symbol.

In the same period the Telecom services of Delhi and Mumbai were converted into corporation
with an extra payment of Rs one hundred to each employee. On this unilateral decision of the Govt
NFTE went on struggle for continuous 20 days. The issue of enhancement of Rs. One hundred was
not settled but some other beneficial agreements were reached between the Govt. and NFTE.

The NFPTE always fought for the better service condition, better salary, better promotional avenue
etc. and brought several beneficial schemes for the employees. Between 1995 to 1999 Com. O.P.
Gupta Jee brought a very significant gain for all the employees through restructuring of cadres.

From 1987 to 1998 he used his wise vision and managed regularization of One Lakh casual
mazdoors and RTPs.

Through restricting the financial as well as social status of employees were upgraded and with two
promotions of OTBP, BCR and grade |V all got a better salary and better working status.

In the year 1999 the union govt brought a new Telecom policy and in name of its implementation
and completion of target the Govt. decided to convert the department of Telecom operation and
Telecom services into a corporation and despite all the resistance from workers the Govt. decided the
formation of corporation w.e.f. 01.10.2000.

The NFTE and other two federation went on strike from 6th September 2000. The BTEF went out
from the strike on very first day it self but the FNTO completely stand with NFTE and Com. O.P. Gupta



Jee.

The result come with an agreement between federations and the Govt. which has secured the
future of the employees observed in corporation.

NFTE which granted Govt. pension to the employees for combined service, Job security and
viability of the corporation financially, lost its recognition in 2nd verification and till formation of a
new recognition rule in the year 2013 the NFTE remain unrecognized. In the new recognition rule
concept of recognition of two unions was accepted and thus NFTE again regained its glorious
position.

The entire members of NFTE are the dedicated soldiers of NFTE. They are contributing better
services to the BSNL and they work for the unity of workers.

Now the 70th Foundation day of NFPTE/NFTE is at hand on 24th November 2023. We
urge upon all the Breaches to celebrates the foundation day of NFPTE/NFTE in grand
manner and educate the workers with glorious history of this mighty organization.

NFTE ZINDABAD - WORKERS UNITY ZINDABAD



